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I recently listened to a number of sermons by Jack Hughes and John MacArthur on various subjects. One of the subjects that both touched on was the importance of preaching the doctrine of Hell and eternal punishment. So many churches hear only of a “Christless eternity” and thus have no idea what salvation really is about. “Christless Eternity” – What does that mean? If you have no idea who Christ is, nor why you need to be saved in the first place, and what (rather, who) you need to be saved from . . . what good does it do to warn people they will go into a “Christless eternity”? Frankly, for most people, that is attractive. They want nothing to do with Christ. In fact, they want a different Christ than the one we see in the Bible. Most people want a meek and gentle Christ, who passively and willingly does something to keep them out of bad situations (like hell, whatever that may be). But they do not want to spend eternity rubbing shoulders with him!


How many people really comprehend that Jesus Christ is God, come in the flesh, to die as a substitutionary sacrifice for sinners?  Do they comprehend as well, that Jesus Christ is also going to be their Judge?! Do they fear Him?! Now, this one is definitely lacking in churches today! What about you? Do you realize that Jesus Christ Himself will be your Judge, if you reject Him as your Lord and Savior? Do you fear Him?! Do you comprehend that He is the life-giver, and also the life-taker?  Jesus is not passive nor impotent. Note what He declares in John 5.25-29: “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear shall live. For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself; and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs shall hear His voice, and shall come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.” Jesus clearly declares that He will be the Judge of the wicked. This should be great cause for fear.


Moreover, Jesus has been appointed to this by the Father, and it is part and parcel with the Gospel (“Good news” of salvation is meaningless without knowing what it is you need to be saved from!). Note Acts 10. 42-43: “And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead. Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins.” Jesus is the Judge of all (cp. also Ro 2.16; 2 Co 5.10; 2 Ti 4.1). Therefore, repentance of our sin and our pride toward God is called for; He has been patient, and sent Jesus to save us, yet we continue to reject Him. It is important for us to realize that Jesus will be the Judge.  Read Acts 17.30-31: “Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all everywhere should repent, because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.”
